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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF JOHN BRADBURY, INCLUD- 
ING HIS UNPUBLISHED CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH THOMAS JEi'ERSON 

By RODNEY H. TRUE 

(Read April I9, I929) 

AMONG those early nineteenth century explorers who in 
the days following the purchase of Louisiana and the return 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition sought to learn more of 
that far country, was the English traveler and naturalist, 
John Bradbury. Of this man little seems to be generally 
known beyond what can be gathered from his Travels, pub- 
lished in Liverpool in I817. Britten and Boulger,1 in their 

biographical sketches of British and Irish botanists, volun- 
teer little concerning the man himself beyond the fact that "he 
flourished between I805 and I813." 

Concerning his years in America a considerable body of 
information has been brought together, but until somewhat 

recently the date and place of his birth, as well as the story of 
his earlier years, have apparently been forgotten. Fortu- 

nately this information has come to light in a book of local his- 

tory entitled "Bygone Stalybridge," 2 written by Samuel Hill. 
1 Britten, James and Boulger, G. S., "A Biographical Index of British and Irish 

Botanists," 1893, p. 21. 

2Hill, Samuel, "Bygone Stalybridge." Stalybridge, I907. Published by sub- 
scription. Through the interest of Mr. J. L. Wilson of San Francisco, whose father 
was a friend of the historian-and, Mr. Wilson says, poet also-the attention of Judge 
Walter B. Douglas, Vice-President of the Missouri Historical Society, was directed 
to Hill's account of the early life ot Bradbury, and extracts from his book were for- 
warded. The Missouri Historical Society in its turn, through Judge Douglas, has 
most generously placed the correspondence with Mr. Wilson and the chapters from 
Hill's book at the service of the author of this sketch, who desires to express his sincere 
appreciation of this courtesy on the part of the Society and especially of its Vice- 
President, now deceased. The writer is likewise very greatly indebted to Dr. Joseph 
A. Clubb, Curator of Museums at Liverpool, for a transcript of the same chapter 
from Hill's book sent on December 28, I916, in reply to the inquiry concerning Brad- 
bury's life. This service is the greater since the book itself has become so rare that it is 
not to be found even in the British Museum. This debt to Dr. Clubb is increased by 
his inquiries in the library at Stalybridge and in Liverpool, into the records of the 
scientific institutions there. As a result of his search, Dr. Clubb is inclined to regard 
Bradbury's relations with the cotton industry as more important than his connection 
with the Botanic Garden. 
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RODNEY H. TRUE 

According to Hill's account, John Bradbury was born at 
Souracre Fold, or Far Souracre, Stalybridge, England, about 
the year I765. The Bradbury family numbered seven per- 
sons all told, there being besides their parents four sons and 
one daughter. As a little lad John went to a school in the 
neighborhood taught by John Taylor, who took special inter- 
est in mathematics and botany. At an early age Bradbury 
developed a great interest in natural history and out-of-door 
life, a leaning discovered and encouraged by his teacher who 
sometimes took the boy with him on his botanical excursions. 
This interest in plants was further stimulated by the boy's fa- 
ther who bought him a copy of the works of Linneus, which, 
his biographer says, "he studied fervently." 

Even as a boy, however, he was obliged to leave school and 
work in one of the primitive cotton mills which at that time 
had been put in operation in the town, but he still found some 
free time to devote to his studies. At the age of eighteen he 
organized a night school among the young men of his acquain- 
tance and he himself became its teacher. He even bought a 
microscope and other apparatus which he used in his instruc- 
tion. His own studies on plants and insects were prosecuted 
with such enthusiasm and discernment that it is not a matter 
of surprise that the results of his observations began to receive 
considerable notice. At the age of twenty-two his writings 
and discoveries came to the attention of the naturalists of 
London, notably of Sir Joseph Banks who wrote to Bradbury. 
As a sequel the young naturalist visited London where he met 
with a reception that would have been flattering to older men 
than he. He was introduced at the Linnaean Society and 
was made a member. 

Bradbury is said to have given some attention about this 
time to landscape gardening, organizing and laying out coun- 
try seats and parks for Sir John Parnell, the Duke of Leinster, 
Mr. Legh of Lynne, and other wealthy amateurs of botany 
and natural history. At this period he made a walking tour 
of Ireland which is said to have yielded him many new plants. 

Concerning the years of Bradbury's middle life, Mr. Hill's 
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LIFE OF JOHN BRADBURY 

account tells us little, but we get a glimpse of this period from 
other sources. Early in the last century he seems to have 
lived both at Manchester and at Liverpool, between which 
places he vibrated. At Liverpool he met William Roscoe, 
with results that are to form an important part of our narra- 
tive. Here he also made the acquaintance of Mr. Bullock, 
then at the head of the Liverpool Museum, and became 
actively engaged as corresponding secretary in the work of 
the Liverpool Philosophical Society, an organization pro- 
moting the diffusion of scientific knowledge. 

Among the patrons and supporters of this society were the 
Earl of Derby and Col. Leigh-Phillips, through whose influ- 
ence perhaps the organization interested itself in the increas- 
ing demand for a larger supply of cotton for the manufac- 
turers of that part of England. The supply had been 
dependent upon the West Indies and it appears that the 
possibilities in this direction existing unknown and unexplored 
in the vast new areas of the United States seemed to the 
supporters of the society worthy of investigation. At all 
events, in I809 Bradbury was selected to undertake a journey 
of survey and exploration through the southern part of the 
United States. 

At this time he was about 43 or 44 years of age and is de- 
scribed by an author as "being in the prime of manhood, 
swarthy, broad-shouldered, and of medium height, amiable yet 
stubborn in disposition, temperate in his habits, and a most 
excellent marksman. He was fond of music, active on his 
feet, and determined in his methods and opinions." 

Armed with letters of introduction to President Madison, 
to ex-president Jefferson, and to the British Consul at Wash- 
ington, Bradbury left England in,the spring of 1809 and arriving 
in due time found himself warmly welcomed by American 
friends of science to whom his work had become known. 

Fortunately, at this point, where Hill's account drops the 
thread, we are able from American sources of information to 
take it up. Among the Jefferson Manuscripts of the Library 
of Congress is a very interesting and illuminating correspon- 
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dence, for the most part between Bradbury and Thomas 
Jefferson, and in part between Jefferson and others having to 
do with Bradbury's affairs. Since but very little of this 
correspondence seems thus far to have been published, we 
shall be able to continue the story in a great measure in their 
words. Jefferson at that time had returned to Monticello 
and had entered on that long period of retirement in which 
his home became a sort of Mecca toward which the footsteps 
of so many travelers turned. Some came out of mere cur- 
iosity and spent days as guests at this hospitable place, 
others, like Bradbury, recognizing Jefferson as preeminently 
the patron of science and learning in America went to pay 
their homage and if possible to discuss their problems with the 
philosopher. 

Hence it was almost a matter of course in April, I809, 
that Mr. William Roscoe, speaking in the name of the pro- 
prietors of the Liverpool Botanic Garden, should give John 
Bradbury, then soon to leave for America, a letter of recom- 
mendation to Mr. Jefferson. This letter is here quoted in so 
far as it concerns our subject.' 

"ALLERTON NEAR LIVERPOOL. 

25 Ap. I809. 
Sir, 

I presume upon your well known partiality to liberal and 
scientific pursuits, to introduce to your notice, Mr. Jn. Bradbury, 
a Fellow of the Linnean Society who has undertaken a tour thro' 
the province of Louisiana, for the purpose of collecting the various 
specimens of Natural History which it may be found to furnish. 
Among those who have encouraged his undertaking, in which he 
will be accompanied by his two sons, are the Proprietors of the 
Botanic Garden in Liverpool by whom he is requested to offer to 
your acquaintance a Copy of their regulations and a Catalogue of 
their collection. Should he have the honour of delivering these in 
person, I trust you will find him well informed in the different 
branches of his favourite science, and capable of informing you of 
the progress which he is here making in it. Any information, as- 
sistance, or advice, which you may have the goodness to afford him, 
will be gratefully acknowledged, as an obligation conferred both on 
him, and on those who patronize the undertaking. ... " 

1 Jefferson Papers. Library of Congress, Series II, Vol. 73, No. 80. 
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This letter was received by Jefferson on August 6, I809, 
probably from the hand of Bradbury himself who seems to 
have been entertained at Monticello about three weeks. It 
seems, however, that after the lapse of ten days Jefferson had 
so far gotten into his plans as to revolutionize them and ulti- 
mately to start him westward to St. Louis, instead of south- 
ward toward New Orleans as was originally intended. 

This change of plan, seen in the light of subsequent events 
was probably a very significant decision for Bradbury. Had 
he gone to New Orleans, as his cotton-consuming patrons de- 
sired, he would have been virtually their agent at that source 
of supply. In deciding to follow the call of the wild, he be- 
came the explorer and botanist, at times unsupported and 
in distress, never long at rest. Be that as it may, on August 
I6, Jefferson wrote the following note of introduction to 
Meriwether Lewis, then Governor of Louisiana province:' 

' MONTICELLO, Aug. 16, 09. 
Dear Sir: 

This will be handed to you (mss. torn) Mr. Bradbury, an English 
botanist, who proposes to take St. Louis in his botanizing tour. 
He came recommended to me by mr. Roscoe of Liverpool, so well 
known by his histories of Lorenzo of Medicie & Leo X who is 
president of the Botanical Society of Liverpool. mr. Bradbury 
comes out of their employ, & having kept him here about ten days, 
I have had an opportunity of knowing that besides being a botanist 
of the first order, he is a man of entire worth and correct conduct. 
as such, I recommend him to your notice, advice & patronage, while 
within your govermnent or its confines. perhaps you can consult 
no abler hand on your Western botanical observations. ... " 

It seems from the following excerpt that the plans made in 
Liverpool had provided that Bradbury should make New 
Orleans the headquarters for his botanical explorations.2 

"This intention I made known to Mr. Jefferson, during my stay 
at Monticello, when he immediately pointed out the want of judg- 
ment in forming that arrangement, as the whole of the country 

1 Jefferson papers, Library of Congress, Series V, v. I6, No. 7k. This letter is 
quoted in large part by Thwaites in the biographical introduction in his reprint of the 
2d edition of "Bradbury's Travels," p. 9. 

2 "Bradbury's Travels." First ed., p. V, preface. 
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round New Orleans is alluvial soil, and therefore ill suited to such 
productions as were the objects of my pursuit. In consequence of 
his representations, I changed my intentions, and proceeded to 
St. Louis, one thousand four hundred miles above New Orleans by 
the course of the Mississippi, where I employed myself, during the 
winter of I8Io, in making such preparations as I deemed necessary 
for what might be collected during the ensuing summer." 

It appears probable that in going from Monticello to St. 
Louis Bradbury followed the usual route of those days down 
the Ohio River. Moreover he seems to have visited Phila- 
delphia on his way to the Ohio. At that place he met a young 
Englishman named Thomas Nuttall, in whom Dr. Benjamin 
S. Barton, the chief botanical authority of that time and place 
had taken an especial interest. Barton had practically made 
Nuttall over during the short period of their acquaintance, 
changing a journeyman printer into a promising young bota- 
nist, so that at the time of Bradbury's arrival, Nuttall was 
ready for greater undertakings. He joined Bradbury and to- 
gether they proceeded to St. Louis where they arrived on 
December 3I, I809.1 The following spring and summer, Brad- 

bury says 2 were spent in making a number of short excursions, 
not reaching more than eighty or a hundred miles into the sur- 
rounding country. He was able in this time to get a good 
representation of the flora of the region, and dispatched a 
considerable shipment of plants to Liverpool, by the way of 
New Orleans. 

The boat bearing this first installment was driven ashore 
not far from St. Louis and in the hope of saving some of his col- 
lections, Bradbury went to the scene of trouble. But he found 
that the boat had been repaired and had continued on her 
journey before he arrived. Upon returning to St. Louis he 
found a large party preparing to ascend the Missouri river, 
bound for the Pacific Coast by the overland route blazed by 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Bradbury and Nuttall 
being invited to join this unusually interesting group of ex- 

1 Harshberger, John W., "The Botanists of Philadelphia and Their Work." 
Philadelphia, 1899: iii and I53. 

2 Bradbury, J., "Travels," etc. Second edition. I819: I7. 
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plorers, and finding in the leaders Wilson P. Hunt, Ramsey 
Crooks, and Donald McKenzie, congenial men, decided to 
accept the suggestion and to travel with the party as far as 
suited their purposes. This expedition, organized by the 
Pacific Fur Company, became famous through the account 
of its adventures written by Washington Irving1 in his book 
entitled "Astoria." 

The Astor expedition was itself so much more pretentious 
in all respects and so much more dramatic in its purposes and 
subsequent history than the smaller one which attached 
itself to it, that Bradbury receives only a slight but neverthe- 
less appreciative mention in Irving's account of the Astor 
venture. 

Bradbury started up the Missouri River on the 13th of 
March I8II. The account of his travels details a wealth of 
observations on botany, zoology and geology as they were 
made day by day. To refer even casually to this most impor- 
tant part of his accomplishment would carry us far beyond the 
limits of this sketch. He continued with the Astorians up the 
Missouri River as far as the Arikara villages above the Grand 
River and about I80o miles above St. Louis. From here, ac- 
companied by Crooks, he pushed on two hundred miles 
farther up the Missouri to the fur trading station among the 
Mandans, not far from the present site of Bismarck, N. D.2 

On returning from this excursion he found the Astor party 
preparing for their long trip over the Rockies to the Pacific. 
Although invited to continue with them, Bradbury was not 
assured of any means of making the sea voyage back to the 
Atlantic Coast and chose to return as he had come, thus being 
reasonably secure in the specimens and materials he had al- 
ready collected. The noted fur trader, Manuel Lisa, was 
returning to St. Louis and accepted Bradbury's boat as pay 
for his passage, and for making stops in accordance with Mr. 

1 Irving, Washington, "Astoria or Anecdotes of an Enterprise beyond the Rocky 
Mountains." Author's Revised Edition. Putnam, New York. I849. pp. 143,, 
I72-174, 220. 

2Thwaites, "Bradbury's Travels," Vol. V. "Early Western Travels," p. I48, 
footnote. 

139 



RODNEY H. TRUE 

Bradbury's botanical requirements. They started July 17 
and such was the force of the current and such was Mr. Lisa's 
haste that the expedition arrived at St. Louis on July 29th. 
No stops were made for Mr. Bradbury at the points he desired 
to collect, and his disappointment and indignation were keen 
at being thus defrauded by the fur trader. 

At St. Louis he found mail from Liverpool that greatly 
disturbed him. Those supporting his expedition had decided 
to make no more remittances, perhaps because of the decision 
to devote himself to the Missouri expedition rather than to 
cotton prospects about New Orleans. He was heavily loaded 
not only with herbarium material but also with living plants 
for the Botanic Garden. Not wishing to lose the fruits of his 

labors, he secured a piece of ground in St. Louis from a Man- 
chester man named Bridge, and set to work preparing it to 
receive his plants. Hardly were they safe in the ground and 

protected by a fence than he was attacked by a bilious fever 
which nearly proved fatal. This attack gradually gave place 
to an intermittent type of disorder which kept him laid up 
until late in November. 

At about this time Bradbury received better news from 

Liverpool, Mr. Shepherd, the Curator of the Botanic Garden 

forwarding the remittance that had been withheld. He 
learned also that the collections made in the vicinity of St. 
Louis in I8IO had been received, over a thousand potted speci- 
mens and vast numbers of seedlings being secured. Perhaps 
this good news helped his hitherto slow recovery. At all 

events, learning that a young Philadelphian named H. W. 
Drinker who had befriended him during the tedious weeks of 
his illness in St. Louis, was planning to embark shortly for 
New Orleans with a boat load of lead from farther up the 

Mississippi, Bradbury was able to accept his invitation to go 
down the river with the party. Accordingly on December 5, 
I8II, they set out on their voyage. Their trip was not un- 
eventful. Although his scalp had been in danger from hostile 
Indians many times during the year, it is doubtful whether 

Bradbury's life had at any time been more seriously menaced 
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than when on this trip. The stranded trees and partly or 
wholly submerged logs in the river frequently threatened dis- 
aster and the terrific experience of riding out the earthquake 
of New Madrid almost on the spot of greatest disturbance, 
makes thrilling reading in Bradbury's account for December 
15th and I6th. (Travels, 2d Ed. p. 204, Thwaites' reprint.) 
On January 13, 1812, the expedition arrived safely at New 
Orleans and on the 20th of the same month Bradbury set 
sail in a boat bound for New York. 

We now arrive at the end of Bradbury's own account of 
his travel. It seems probable that he not infrequently found 
Jefferson a convenient friend during his stay on the frontier. 
Evidence of this is found in a self-explanatory note written by 
the ex-president to William Pinkney, at that time American 
Minister to England.1 

"MONTICELLO, July 15, 10. 
"Dear Sir 

"I again trouble you with letters from Mr. Bradbury to his 
friends in England. He is a botanist and naturalist of high qualifi- 
cations and merit, and is now engaged in exploring Upper Louisiana. 
I feel a real interest in his pursuits, the result of which so far is 
communicated in some of these letters. 

"TH. JEFFERSON." 
"H. E. William Pinckney (sic)" 

If any doubt of the cordiality of Jefferson's feelings to- 
ward Bradbury could survive after the expressions already 
quoted, they must be extinguished by a letter written from 
Monticello to Dr. Benjamin S. Barton of the University of 
Pennsylvania on September II, I8II, at the time when Brad- 
bury was lying ill at St. Louis. Since the letter adds a small 
but interesting contribution to the conditions under which 
Bradbury came to America it may be here quoted in part: 

"You will have seen the name of a Mr. Bradbury among the 
adventurers from St. Louis up the Missouri and lately returned 
thence to St. Louis-he is an English Artisan from Liverpool, who 
being desirous to move his family to this country, and not free, by 
their regulations to come under that character, was employed by the 
Botanical Society of Liverpool to come out as their herborizer, he is 

Jefferson papers, Massachusetts Historical Collections, Series 7, Vol. I, p. I43. 
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an estimable man and really learned in the vegetable, animal and 
mineral departments of science. he is indefatigable in his re- 
searches, and before that journey, had already discovered a great 
number of new articles, which he has communicated from time to 
time, to his employers: and has returned to St. Louis fraught, with- 
out doubt, with a great mass of information which will immediately 
pass the Atlantic, to appear first there. he was recommended to 
me by Mr. Roscoe and staid here three weeks, passing every day in 
the woods from morning to night. he found, even on this mountain, 
many inedited articles . . . 

It was to be expected that Bradbury would not be long on 
shore at New York before resuming his correspondence with 
Mr. Jefferson. The first letter follows:' 

"NEW YORK, 5 March I812. 
"Sir: 

"The terms of my mission to Louisiana having expired, I arrived 
here a fortnight ago from St. Louis in the hope of receiving my family 
in the ensuing spring. I am here informed that the Government of 
the United States have it in contemplation to establish a Botanic 
Garden at the City of Washington and that no appointment is as 
yet made of a Person to Superintend it. If this information is cor- 
rect I would willingly offer myself to those in whom the power of 
making the appointment is vested, but suppose I am totally un- 
known to them. If Sir you deem me qualified to fill the station you 
will render me greatly your Debtor by making this my wish known 
to those who have the authority in this business. I shall only add 
on this subject that my extensive acquaintance amongst the natural- 
ists in Great Britain, together with what plants I have acquired in 
Louisiana, would enable me to assist the establishment considerably. 
I ascended the Missouri last summer to a little above the Mandan 
nation and found the soil and aspect of the country changed after 

passing the River Platte and consequently abounding in natural 
productions almost wholly different from those to the eastward of 
that River. The plants which I there collected and which do not 

appear to be described in the last edition of the Systema natura ex- 
ceed Ioo species some of which are beautiful. In zoology I think I 
shall add two species of Crotalus a Talpa a Sciurus, and an animal 
(with) cheek pouches as Mus Bursorius of Linnaeus but differing 
from that animal specifically yet agreeing in generic character and 
both so much disagreeing with the Genus Mus that I am of opinion 
they must constitute a new Genus betwixt Mus and Arctomys. I 

1 Jefferson papers, Library of Congress, Series II, Vol. II, No. 125. 
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have an ardent wish to ascend the Arkansas and Red Rivers, confi- 
dent that their borders would afford a rich harvest. If I can obtain 
the situation mentioped above perhaps an opportunity may be 
afforded me. whether or not there is any probability that I may I 
beg Sir you will have the goodness to cause me to be informed by 
Letter to the Postoffice Neward (sic) State of New Jersey. 

"I am Sir your most obliged Servant, 
"JOHN BRADBURY." 

To this letter, Jefferson makes a prompt reply.1 
The letter is worth quoting for the light it sheds on the 

notion which those in authority were likely to have of the 
character of a botanic garden. 

"MONTICELLO, Mar. 21, 12. 
"Sir: 

"I duly received your letter of the 5th inst., and congratulate 
you on your safe return from your long peregrination. I hope it 
will not be long before we shall have the benefit of the information 
it has furnished you. 

With respect to the establishment of the Botanical Garden at 
Washington by the General government, be assured it is an idea 
without the least foundation. no doubt it is desired by every 
friend of science; and it may be expected by such of them as have 
not sufficiently contemplated either the powers or the present cir- 
cumstances of the government. there have been repeatedly applica- 
tions by individuals, & one of them lately, for the use of some of 
the public grounds at Washington for the establishment of such a 
garden, and if the suspicion that it would be converted into a mere 
kitchen-garden for the supply of the town market can be removed, 
it is in the power of the President and would probably be within his 
disposition so to dispose of it, but I do not believe the Government 
will or can do more. The setting you right in this fact being the 
best service I can render you in the case, I do it as a duty & add 
with pleasure the assurance of my esteem and respect. 

"TH. JEFFERSON." 

Bradbury was now obliged to face the future. Without 
employment, he must either find it or return to England. 
Before he could seize either horn of the dilemma, the breaking 
out of the war of I8I2 between his native country and that in 
which he now found himself quite effectually settled this 
difficulty for the time. He says "I waited for its termination, 

1 Jefferson papers, Library of Congress, Series II, Vol. I, No. I27. 
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and made some arrangements which caused a necessity for my 
stay sometime longer." (Preface to Travels, ISt ed., p. VI, 
1817.) 

Probably the arrangement making necessary a longer stay 
refers to business connections which he made somewhere in 
the East. This attempt to establish his financial situation 
involved a manufacturing enterprize in which the depression 
of the times assisted by the bad business morals of a partner 
brought Bradbury to grief rather than to prosperity. After 
a silence of nearly four years, he again brings his troubles 
to Jefferson.1 

"WARDSBRIDGE, NEW YORK,2 
9 Jany. I816. 

"Sir:- 
"In my Tour up the Missouri I was deeply impressed with the 

belief that the region south of that River was extremely rich in 
Mineralogical as well as Botanical Treasures, and returned with a 
decided intention to explore the Arkansas and Red Rivers with a 
view to collect (at least) the materials for a Nat. History of that 
country. This design I communicated to Docr. Smith P. L. S., 
now Sir John Edward. I received from him the most friendly 
promises of assistance in the nomenclature, etc. etc. I came to the 
Eastern States in order to raise the means by a sedulous attention to 
business or to obtain a situation in which such an undertaking 
should become a duty. I have tried the former alternative and am 
disappointed, partly by the present state of manufacturers in this 
country but more by the turpitude of the man with whom I am 
connected in business as partner. 

"The consideration that the period of Vigour with us has other 
limits than Death now urges me to look round for the most speedy 
means of accomplishing my darling object. My wish has received 
an additional impulse on being lately informed that a person is now 
on his way to explore those regions sent from England with the intent 
that his discoveries shall be published in that country. If, impelled 
by these feelings, I make an improper appeal to you Sir impute it, 
I beg, to the true motive, Zealfor Science. I notice in the reports of 
the proceedings of Congress that a road is in contemplation from 
St. Louis to the northern boundary of Louisiana for the laying out 
of which commissioners are to be appointed. I am well acquainted 

1Jefferson papers, Library of Congress, Series II, Vol. 1, No. I24. 
2 Now Montgomery, Orange Co., on Wall Kill about iz miles west of Newberg 

on Hudson. 
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with a considerable portion of the country from St. Louis to the 
Arkansas, have received a mathematical education and have a 
complete knowledge of surveying. In the geological part of miner- 
alogy & the external characters of fossils, I am not less versed than 
in Botany. As the Road will assuredly pass through the mineral 
country, if a mineralogical (account) would be desirable in addition 
to the survey, I might if employed furnish it. Should I be honored 
with an appointment in this business or farther in the interior (which 
I should prefer) I pledge myself that the results shall be published in 
the United States. I must apologize for obtruding myself on you 
and plead as my excuse that I am unacquainted with and unknown to 
those in power. If the application is improper you will of course 
suppress it. 

"I am Sir your most obedient and obliged 
"JOHN BRADBURY. 

"P.S.-My discoveries in Botany have been published in England 
and are considered valuable." 

This postscript refers to the publication of Pursh's Flora 
Americae Septentrionalis in I814 in London. Pursh, after 
finishing his work on the Lewis and Clark plants, eventually 
went to England to see what he could add to his material 
from American sources. He went to Liverpool and found 
the Bradbury shipments not long arrived from America. 
Pursh says in his Flora 1 "I am also highly indebted to Wil- 
liam Roscoe, Esq., who very obligingly communicated to me 
Mr. Bradbury's plants collected in Upper Louisiana. This 
valuable collection contains many rare and new species, hav- 
ing been collected in a tract of country never explored before: 
those which were entirely new I have described in the Supple- 
ment to the present work." 2 

Here appear described from Bradbury's material 39 new 
species credited to Bradbury only by including the name of 

1 Pursh, Frederick, "Flora Americae Septentrionalis," etc. London, 1814, Vol. 
I, p. XVII, preface. 

2 Dr. Clubb, Curator of Museums, Liverpool, under date of Dec. 28, 1916 writes 
"Some years ago we received from the Liverpool Botanic Gardens a number of her- 
barium specimens, and I find there are some 8 or Io specimens recorded as being col- 
lected by Bradbury, but what has become of the mass of his collections, which must 
have been considerable, we have no records." 

In 1839, T. B. Hall in the Naturalist (London, Vol. 4: 397) writes "there are a 
great many of his (Bradbury's) dried specimens in the Herbarium, principally in 
Louisiana." 
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the collector with the descriptions. Bradbury felt himself 

ignored and practically defrauded by Pursh, an opinion shared 

by his fellow collector, Nuttall. Roscoe's part in turning the 
material over to Pursh seems curiously enough not to have 
called forth the outspoken resentment directed against Pursh. 
Both of them in other places questioned Pursh's botanical 
morals which came eventually to be seriously challenged by 
Baldwin, Short and others. 

But to turn from the postscript, in which Bradbury does 
not reveal his disappointment, to Jefferson's reply to this ap- 
peal, we find the ex-president writing on Feruary 29, i8i6, 
two letters having for their object the forwarding of Brad- 

bury's interest. In one letter, Jefferson applies in behalf of 
Mr. Bradbury for a situation under the government and takes 
the opportunity to sketch the main features of Bradbury's 
life. Jefferson's letter is here quoted in full in so far as it 
bears on our subject.' 

"Mr. Bradbury is an Englishman, a man of science particularly 
in Botany and Natural History. he was at the head of a great 
weaving establishment in Liverpool, which the pressure of their 
taxes obliged him to break up. desirous of coming to this country 
to seek an establishment, he got an appointment from the Linnean 
Society of Liverpool to botanize for them in Louisiana. He came 
over in I809 or I8Io, brought me a strong letter of recommendation 
from Mr. Roscoe, staid with me about 3 weeks and went to the 

Westward, ascended the Missouri with a trading party, on researches 
in botany and natural history. latterly he has been engaged with 
a manufacturing company to the Eastward. he is a very modest 
and learned man, and I believe of great worth." 

The second letter was written to Bradbury himself.2 

"MONTICELLO, Feb. 29, i6. 
"Dear Sir 

"Your letter has laid by me a month unacknowledged and un- 
acted on, which should not have happened, had not an engagement 
in a business of peculiar pressure obliged me to suspend all corre- 

spondence till I got thro' it. (This probably refers to the translation 
of Senator Tracy's book on Political Economy into English and the 

1 Jefferson papers, Library of Congress, Series II, Vol. 23, No. 36. 
2 Jefferson papers, Library of Congress, Series II, Vol. ii, No. 126. 
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work of getting it into the hands of the printer. (R.H.T.). I have 
now written to the Secretary of War, expressing to him your wish 
and your fitness for the appointment of a Commissioner on the 
Arkansas road. I should be very glad indeed if either in a public 
or private capacity you should be able to give us an account of the 
natural history of the Arkansas & Red River country. Should your 
friends have sent you spare copies of the publication of your western 
discoveries, I should be gratified by a sight of them. Accept the 
assurance of my great esteem and respect. 

"TH. JEFFERSON" 

The copy of this letter found among the Jefferson manu- 
scripts in the Library of Congress is endorsed on the back in 
Jefferson's handwriting, "ret'd from N. Y. because notfound." 

Three months elapsed before Secretary Crawford replied.' 

"WASHINGTON, 3 It May, I816. 
"My dear Sir: 

"Your letter recommending Mr. Bradbury was read during a 
serious indisposition with which I was afflicted in the course of the 
last winter, and has been mislaid, so that I am not able to refer to 
it more particularly. No service of the kind for which that gentle- 
man was proposed has been contemplated by the government." 

Thus Bradbury's projected road like his botanic garden 
went into the limbo of unrealized hopes and thus seems to 
have closed the correspondence between Bradbury and Jef- 
ferson. 

The reason for the disappearance of Bradbury without 
awaiting the issue of his appeal is probably to be found in his 
departure for England. Perhaps the appropriation of his 
botanical results by Pursh had warned him of the advisability 
of getting the remaining results of his travels on record; per- 
haps a desire to see his family again led him to seek England. 
At all events, he returned to his home probably in February 
and stayed in that country long enough to see the first edition 
of his Travels through the Liverpool Press. The preface to 
this book is dated August I, 1817, at Liverpool. 

According to Hill, the publication and attempted sale of 
his Travels severely taxed Bradbury's slender resourses, and 
darkened his outlook. This darkness was further intensified 

1 Jefferson papers, Library of Congress, Series II, Vol. 23, No. 34. 
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by the feeling that his arduous labors had failed to receive any 
just appreciation, and in his dispondency he is said to have 
resolved to quit his native land forever. This doubtless 
seemed well nigh an impossibility to one in his financial 
straits, but while wandering through the streets of Liverpool 
one day, Bradbury met an American sea captain with whom 
he had formerly been acquainted. Astonished and touched 
at finding his friend so nearly destitute, the captain forthwith 
offered Bradbury and his family free passage on his boat. 
Again the Atlantic was crossed and Bradbury was not dis- 

appointed in his reception by his old acquaintances in Amer- 
ica. His return probably took place late in I817 or in I8I8, 
since the preface to his second edition of his Travels, written 
by the hand of another, states that Bradbury returned to 
America shortly after the publication of the first edition and 
took up his residence in St. Louis. Here in I819, he was 
found by Dr. William Baldwin, botanist to Long's Expedi- 
tion then on its way up the Missouri. Several days were 
spent at this point to permit such arrangements to be made 
as were necessary for the long trip in contemplation. 

While here, Baldwin met him and writes to a friend, Wil- 
liam Darlington, in a letter dated June I , I8I9.1 

"The venerable Mr. Bradbury called on me yesterday, and spent 
the day. His company had the most exhilarating effect upon my 
health and spirits. In looking over my collection, I begged him to 
claim anything he found that might be his own. It turned out 
that a few, which I had marked for new, were known to him,-but 
he requested me to describe them: and observed that since Lambert 
had pirated from him his former collections, it was not his intention 
to publish independently,-and that he would with great pleasure, 
place in my hands all that he possessed, for publication:-and that 
he should continue to pursue Science for the intrinsic love he had for 
it,-and continue to furnish me with descriptions and specimens, to 
be published as I might see fit, under his name and authority. As 
this was the first interview, many inquiries, which I intended to 
make were omitted." . . . 

A fortnight later, Baldwin again wrote to Darlington from 
St. Louis referring to a new genus of the Leguminosae which 

1 Darlington, William, "Reliquiae Baldwinianae," p. 316. 
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he thinks "ought prehaps to be called Bradburya." Plans 
for future botanical interchange between himself and Brad- 
bury are indicated. These were not to be realized, how- 
ever, since not many days later Baldwin succumbed to his old 
enemy, tuberculosis, and was buried at Franklin, besides the 
the Missouri. He did not live to perpetuate the name of 
Bradbury in the manner suggested. Baldwin and Bradbury 
were both probably unaware that this well earned tribute had 
already been paid by their colleague, Rafinesque.1 

How long Bradbury remained in St. Louis is not clear, 
but this period could not have exceeded five years. Hill is 
authority for the statement that he ultimately became cu- 
rator and superintendent of the Botanical Gardens at St. Louis 
where he was not only placed beyond the fear of penury but 
was honored and respected by the residents of the city. He 
is said by Hill to have continued his researches and investiga- 
tions often receiving visits from the Indian chiefs whom he 
had met in the wilds. 

Another glimpse of Bradbury who seems not long to have 
remained in St. Louis is obtained in a letter written by Wil- 
liam Chambers to John S. Skinner, Editor of the American 
Farmer, an early agricultural journal published in Baltimore.2 
It is dated at Middletown, Kentucky, January 22, 1823, and 
after referring to Bradbury's explorations and the publication 
of his travels, the writer says: "Mr. Bradbury when on his 
tour through the United States became so much attached to 
our republican institutions, that he removed his family to this 
country, and is residing in this village." 

For definite knowledge concerning the death of Bradbury, 
we are indebted to a short obituary notice sent by Judge 
Walter B. Douglas of St. Louis to Dr. R. G. Thwaites and 
kindly brought to my attention by Miss Annie A. Nunns of 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.3 

"Died; at Middletown, Kentucky, on the I6th of March 

1Rafinesque, C. S., "Flora Ludoviciana," I817: 104. 
2 Chambers, William, "American Farmer," Baltimore, 4: 411, Mar. 21, 1823. 
8 Missouri Republican, Wednesday, May 7, 1823. 
11 
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last, after a short illness, Mr. John Bradbury. Mr. Bradbury 
is known to the scientific world as among the first botanists 
and mineralogists. His knowledge in science generally was 
esteemed valuable. Never was there a better companion, nor 
a more sincere friend." 

Hill's belief that Bradbury's Travels deal with "the 
hitherto unknown solitudes which have since furnished the 
bulk of the cotton used in Lancashire" probably rests on a 
romantic ignorance of American geography. 

1 In view of this notice we may perhaps the more easily appreciate the poetic 
traits attributed to the chronicler of Stalybridge who relates a legend concerning 
Bradbury's last days. "In the spring of I825 a strange desire took possession of 
Bradbury to revisit the haunts of the Red Men and he forthwith started from the 
city of St. Louis for that purpose. It may be that the trials of his early years had 
left their mark; it may be that his life was cut short by accident. Be that as it may, 
the last record of him states that he is supposed to have died, and been buried with 
great solemnity by the Indians somewhere in the valley at the head of the Red River." 
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